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25 By levelling up, SR20 also unleashes the potential of the Union, recognising that England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are stronger and more prosperous together. The Union will 
benefit from plans to create up to 10 freeports as hubs for global trade and investment; from UK-
wide investment in areas such as mobile coverage; and from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
(UKSPF). Funding for the UKSPF will ramp up so that total domestic UK-wide funding will at 
least match receipts from EU structural funds, on average reaching around £1.5 billion per year. In 
addition, to help local areas prepare over 2021-22 for the introduction of the UKSPF, the 
government will provide additional UK-wide funding to support communities to pilot programmes 
and new approaches. 
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3.16 The government is supporting the regeneration of towns and communities by targeting further 
investment at places most in need by: 
• launching a new Levelling Up Fund worth £4 billion for England, that will attract up to £0.8 

billion funding for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in the usual way. This will invest in 
local infrastructure that has a visible impact on people and their communities and will support 
economic recovery. Moving away from a fragmented landscape with multiple funding streams, 
this new cross-departmental Fund for England will invest in a broad range of high value local 
projects up to £20 million, or more by exception, including bypasses and other local road 
schemes, bus lanes, railway station upgrades, regenerating eyesores, upgrading town centres and 
community infrastructure, and local arts and culture. It will 
be open to all local areas in England and prioritise bids to drive growth and regeneration in 
places in need, those facing particular challenges, and areas that have received less government 
investment in recent years. SR20 makes available up to £600 million in 2021-22. The 
government will publish a prospectus for the fund and launch the first round of competitions in 
the New Year 

• supporting the long-term regeneration of 167 towns across England to increase jobs, deliver 
growth and improve living standards through the Towns Fund 

• supporting places, such as former industrial areas, deprived towns and coastal 
communities, by setting out what the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) will invest in 
and how it will be targeted (see Box 3.1) 

• delivering 10 Freeports across the UK – at least one in each of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland – to bring jobs, investment and prosperity to some of the most deprived 
communities. The programme aims to establish Freeports as national hubs for global trade and 
investment across the UK, promote regeneration and job creation and create hotbeds for 
innovation. 
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Box 3.1 
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4.29 Departments have worked together on spending plans in key areas announced at SR20. For 
example, SR20 funds joint programmes of work in 2021-22, including: 
• additional UK-wide funding to help local areas prepare over 2021-22 for the introduction 

of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) delivered by the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government and the Department for Work and Pensions. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spending-review-2020-documents


• £165 million for local authorities through the Troubled Families programme, providing 
intensive support to families facing multiple interconnected problems. Funding is distributed by 
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, with input from the Department 
for Education, the Department of Health and Social Care, the Ministry of Justice, HM Treasury 
and the Home Office 

• £821 million for the Conflict, Stability and Security Fund, which brings together multiple 
government departments and agencies to support the UK’s national security interests overseas. 
The fund works with partner governments and civil societies around the world to protect people 
from the scourge of conflict and insecurity 

• £2.1 billion provided to local authorities through the improved Better Care Fund which will be 
pooled with the NHS to help meet adult social care needs and reduce pressures on the NHS 

• £57 million on a joint programme between the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial 
Strategy and the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government to regenerate the 
former SSI Steelworks site in the Tees Valley. 
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3 In addition, to help local areas prepare over 2021-22 for introduction of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, the government will 
provide a further £220 million of UK-wide funding to support our communities to pilot programmes and new approaches 
separate to MHCLG Main DEL. 
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6.60 To support the government’s objective to promote local growth, SR20: 
• sets out how the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) will help to level up and create 

opportunity for people and places across the UK and provides £220 million additional funding 
to help local areas prepare over 2021-22 for the introduction of the UKSPF 

• continues investment from the Towns Fund to regenerate high streets, town centres and 
communities, providing £621 million in 2021-22 

• provides up to £10 million of resource funding, and the first tranche of a total of £175 million of 
capital funding, in England – partly funded from the Towns Fund – to establish Freeports as 
national hubs for global trade and investment, promoters of regeneration and job creation, and 
hotbeds of innovation. 
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